CONCERT SPONSORS: Rockin Rudy’'s and Missoula Wine Merchants

STRING ORCHESTRA SOR \4@

ANNIVERSARY
SEASON 2024-2025

SOR / NEXTGEN

February 23, 2025, 4:00 p.m. | UM School of Music Recital Hall

PROGRAM

S Little DanCeS (1946) .......cccoueiririeererieerieieesee e Paul Creston
(arr. Robert Longfield) (1906-1985)

1. Rustic Dance
2. Languid Dance
3. Toy Dance

4. Pastoral Dance
5. Festive Dance

OF THE ROCKIES

\oyage for String Orchestra (1971) .....ccccovvvveveee e John Corigliano
(b. 1938)

Boti’s Dances (1978) with NEXTGEN.........ccccccevvvevcceieeeee, Christian Woehr
(b. 1951)
Gahk (Everything)
Nappee (Nap)
Guck (Truck or Duck)
Gook (Gook)
Tymowt (Time Out)
Wahee (Water)
Ock (Rock)
Desseral (Cereal)

INTERMISSION

String Quartet no. 2 in F Major, op. 92 (Kabardinian) (1941) ... Sergei Prokofiev
(arr. Barry Lieberman) (1891-1953)

Allegro sostenuto
Adagio
Allegro

Today’s performance is being recorded.
Please silence cell phones and other devices, and be aware that some
hearing aids emit tones that can distract from the music.
Thank you.



MERCHANTS

e MONTHLY WINE CLUB ¢ WINE TASTINGS
e CUSTOM GIFT BASKETS ¢ GOURMET GROCERY ITEMS
e GREETING CARDS e GLASSWARE
¢ COCKTAIL MIXERS e HAND-SELECTED, HANDCRAFTED WINES

311 N. HIGGINS AVE ¢ 406.926.1911 ¢ MISSOULAWINE.COM

M W
237 BLAINE ST. 406-542-0077

MUSIC SHIRTS CANDY JEWELRY CARDS
JOURNALS TOYS GIFTS STICKERS INCENSE
CANDLES & MORE

910 S. 3RD ST. N 406-540-4016
VINTAGE CONCERT
POSTERS RARE MUSIC [] NEW & USED RECORDS

PROMOS SPORTS TAPES STEREOS

MEMORABILIA BOOKS TURNTABLES
SPEAKERS & MORE

845 RONAN ST. 406-542-1104

STICKERS PATCHES
& MORE
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SOR
MUSICIANS

VIOLIN
Maria Larionoff, Artistic Director
The Leigh & Josh Paffhausen Chair
Margaret Baldridge, Orchestra Leader
The D. A. Davidson Chair
Jason Bell
Loy Koch
The Sharon & Gerald Marks Chair
Kira Lee
The Chair of an Anonymous Donor
Avria Peters
Rachel Schnackel
The Chair of an Anonymous Donor
Abby Swidler
Rosalyn Weiss

VIOLA
Jenny Smith, Principal

The Rick & Fran Legon Chair
Lisa Shull

The Daniel Lambros Chair
Amy Letson

CELLO

Adam Collins, Principal
The Family & Friends of Nancy
McCulloch Chair

John Marshall
The Stephen F. Johnson Chair

BASS
Joel Schnackel, Principal
The Sue Talbot Chair

NEXTGEN
MUSICIANS

VIOLIN

Elliot Cleary, Helena High School

Maren Elliott, U of M

Bonnie Groenenboom, Missoula Hellgate
High School

Makenzie Grotbo, U of M

Pamela Harrington, U of M

Moe Kobold, U of M

Beatrice Shimanek, U of M

Kamara Wilbur, U of M

VIOLA

Lindsay Abelin, U of M

Matthew Auge, Missoula Sentinel
High School

Bethany Rippeon, U of M

CELLO

Hollis Elliott, Helena Capitol High
School

Charlie Snellman, Helena Capitol High
School

BASS
Fischer Friend, U of M
A.J. Frisque, U of M

For information on how to become a

Musical Chair sponsor please contact us at

finemusic@sormt.org or 406.493.2990.
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PROGRAM NOTES By Susan ISRAEL BENSEN

Paul Creston (1906-1985): 5 Little Dances (1946), arr. Robert Longfield

Paul Creston was an lItalian-American composer born in New York City. He studied
organ and piano early on, while helping to support his family, and was an organist for St.
Malachy’s church in New York City beginning in 1934. He taught at Central Washington
State College and was also a conductor; lecturer; author of books on music theory; and
mentor to various jazz and classical composers, including John Corigliano, whose Voyage
is on our program today.

Creston was a self-taught composer who considered his teachers to be Bach, Scarlatti,
Chopin, Debussy, and Ravel. His compositions include six symphonies, six concertos, other
orchestral pieces, and sacred choral works. His music is known for its unique rhythmic
vitality and harmonic style. He sometimes incorporated song and dance idioms into his
music, and he counted the poetry of Walt Whitman among his inspirations. His music
was frequently performed in the 1940s and 1950s after he rose to prominence with two
orchestral works, Threnody and Two Choric Dances, both written in 1938. His many awards
include two Guggenheim Fellowships and a New York Music Critics’ Circle Award.

Creston’s 5 Little Dances is exactly what the name implies: a composition in five
movements representing five types of dances. Originally written for piano, it was later
arranged for strings by Robert Longfield.

John Corigliano (b. 1938): Voyage (1971, arranged for string orchestra 1976)

John Corigliano was born in New York City; his father was concertmaster for the New
York Philharmonic, and his mother was a pianist and teacher. He studied composition at
Columbia University and at the Manhattan School of Music. Among his teachers was Paul
Creston. Corigliano has served as distinguished professor of music at both Lehman College
and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York and also has been on the
composition faculty at The Juilliard School.

Corigliano has written over one hundred compositions and has won a Pulitzer Prize, five
Grammy Awards, an Academy Award, and the Grawemeyer Award for Music Composition.
Many know of him for his Symphony no. 1, a response to the AIDS epidemic, and for his
film score for The Red Violin.

Corigliano’s work Voyage was first written as an a capella choral work based on Charles
Baudelaire’s poem “L’Invitation au voyage,” translated into English by American poet and
translator Richard Wilbur. The poem was part of Baudelaire’s 1857 collection, Les Fleurs
du mal (The Flowers of Evil). The poems in this collection were considered decadent when
published, but “L’Invitation au voyage,” one of the more subdued, has been described as
a “meditation on love.” Corigliano reworked Voyage for string orchestra in 1976, omitting
the text, and he has said that “Wilbur’s poignant setting pictures a world of obsessive
imagination—a drugged version of heaven full of sensual imagery,” adding that his music
is meant to echo this.

Christian Woehr (b. 1951): Boti’s Dances (1978)

Christian Woehr, born in Dallas, Texas, is the son of two orchestral musicians. After
spending his childhood in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Chautauqua, New York, he attended
the Eastman School of Music, studying viola, French horn, and composition and graduated
magna cum laude. Woehr has served as principal violist for the Rochester Philharmonic,
Indianapolis Symphony, Aspen Festival Orchestra, and Saint Louis Symphony and also as
violist with the Columbus String Quartet. His first orchestral work was premiered by the
Pittsburgh Symphony when he was 16 years old, and he has performed as viola soloist at
both Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. He has composed more than 30 symphonies.
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Boti’s Dances was inspired by a joyful experience he had during the summer of 1978. He
relates his story of visiting some friends who were living in tipis in the mountains above
Aspen, Colorado. He found himself babysitting for the friends’ two-year-old daughter one
afternoon, a girl named Boti, to whom he refers as a “mountain child.” He entertained the
little girl by providing snacks and beverages, identifying flora and fauna, and, ultimately,
playing viola for her. His improvisations evolved into dance tunes, which he jotted down
and performed later that night during an outdoor birthday bash, accompanied by Boti’s
violinist father and some “drum-banging grownups, kids, horses, goats, and a belly
dancer.” This work that began as a violin and viola duet in four movements has evolved
over the years, culminating in this lively, foot-tapping suite for string orchestra. Boti’s
Dances has what Woehr calls “eight more or less continuously played movements,” with
titles that reflect his own quirky words, and those of Boti, the little girl who inspired it all.

Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953): String Quartet no. 2, 0p.92 (Kabardinian) (1941)
(arr. for string orchestra by Barry Lieberman)

Soviet-Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev was born in Ukraine and died in Moscow.
Along with other Soviet artists, Prokofiev was evacuated to the Caucasus after the
Nazis invaded major Russian cities in 1941. He spent that year in the Kabardino-Balkar
autonomous republic in the North Caucasus, about 900 miles south of Moscow. While
there, he explored the local archive of folk music recordings of the Kabardinian tribe and
wrote the String Quartet no. 2 in F major, op. 92, as a result.

Prokofiev, in writing this quartet, sought to evoke the character of Kabardinian folk music.
He wove Kabardino-Balkar folk themes, rhythms, and textures into this quartet while
retaining his own harmonic style, using string-quartet instruments to imitate Kabardinian
plucked and percussion instruments. The second movement opens with a Kabardian dance
with an accompaniment that imitates the playing of the kamancheh, a stringed instrument
played by Caucasians. Prokofiev wrote that he thought “that the combination of new,
untouched Oriental folklore with the most classical of classic forms, the string quartet,
ought to produce interesting and unexpected results.”

MONTANANS
SERVING
MONTANANS

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender @
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STRING ORCHESTRA OF THE
ROCKIESIN SEPTEMBER 2001
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Musicians l&ft to right, top to bottom:
Claire Morton, violin; Sam Taylor,
violin; Pam Hillygus, violin; Lilian
Klapper, violin; Lisa Shull, viola;
Johan Jonsson, violin; Colleen Hunter,
violin; Margaret Baldridge, violin;
Amy Letson, viola; Nancy Cooper,
harpsichord; Janet Haarvig, cello;

Fern Glass Boyd, cello; Madeleine
McKelvey, violin; Jennifer Smith, viola;
Don Beller, bass.

Photo in the Missoulian, taken on the inside
steps of the PARTV Building by Lance Boyd,
used here with permission from the Archives
and Special Collections, Mansfield Library,
University of Montana.



Proud to Sponsor
String Orchestra
of the Rockies

BURKE ORIZOTTI

REAL ESTATE Q

INDUSTRY EXPERT @M,ﬁmémw
FOR BUYING
AND SELLING on youk
HOMES IN MISSOULA 40t Season’
AND THROUGHOUT

WESTERN MONTANA %

DA DAVIDSON

STRAIGHTFORWARD FINANCIAL ADVICE
FOR OVER 85 YEARS.

dadavidson.com

Official Recordist of String Orchestra of the Rockies

Scott Mathson, Engineer
118 West Pine, Missoula, MT 59802

4067214172
RACHAEL RIXFORD
406-926-2885 IRING ORCHESTRA
RORIZOTTI@GMAILCOM OF THE R O CK l-EAS
2685 15 PALMER ST
MISSOULA, MT 59808 To makea
donation
BURKEORIZOTTIREALESTATE.COM scan the QR
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FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Dear friends,

Our annual NEXTGEN concert with young artists is
always agreat joy for the musicians of the String Orchestra
of the Rockies. The youthful energy and perspectives of
our talented guests are energizing for us and bring a fresh
outlook and special creative dynamism to our Recital
Hall stage. It is also gratifying to see our young players
develop over the years and become professionals—you
already see many of them performing with the Missoula
Symphony Orchestra and other orchestras in the region.
They join us for Boti's Dances, a piece inspired by a
young child—a work particularly fitting for our side-by-side selection!

Our program’s first half also features some American gems by composers who
share a uniquely American voice and personality. The adorable 5 Little Dances
was originally written for piano solo, and the reworking into a string orchestra
arrangement is very attractive. Our second work, Voyage, is a favorite among string
players, and I find Corigliano’s melodies to be haunting and soulful. If you saw the
movie The Red Violin, you will remember the stunning soundtrack performed by
Joshua Bell that features many of Corigliano’s unforgettable melodies.

The second half of our concert features Prokofiev’s String Quartet no. 2 arranged
for string orchestra by my husband, double bassist Barry Lieberman. His use of the
bass in this arrangement is strikingly original, often combining the solo violin and
bass in melodic duets. The work also features a cello cadenza in the last movement
performed by SOR principal cellist Adam Collins. Music historians suggest that
Prokofiev was inspired by his friend Mstislav Rostropovich, one of the world’s
greatest cellists, in composing this fiendishly difficult cadenza.

Thank you for joining us today—we always appreciate each one of you in our
audience, and we hope to see you again in May!

Musically yours,
Maria Larionoff
Avrtistic Director, String Orchestra of the Rockies

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Housing for Players Floral Arrangements Recording Services
Lynn Metcalf Bitterroot Flower Shop The Recording Center
Dslrdt:e tS\évar_]Tn Photographer and Webmaster Ticket Table
Eroert swic Michael Wilder Alayne Dolson
Sue Talbot .
Carol Garlington

Graphic Design & Printing

K Design Marketing, Inc.
AlphaGraphics Stage M anager
Landon Kleeman

Musicians' M eal Sponsor
Great Harvest Bread Co.

James Wiley
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DONORS

Through January 31, 2025
\We wel come additions to this list throughout our 40th anniversary season.
Make your donation online at sormt.org or by mail to PO Box 8265, Missoula, MT 59807.
Thank you!

SEASON UNDERWRITER
DoubleTree by Hilton & FINN
Langel, Younce & Associates

Stockman Bank
UM School of Music

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR
($5,000-$9,999)

Steven & Jane Bahls
Robert McDuffie, violin

ORCHESTRA SPONSOR
($3,500-$4,999)
Joanna Shelton

MUSICAL CHAIR SPONSOR
($2,000-$3,499)
Anonymous
Rachel Schnakel, violin
Anonymous
Kira Leg, violin
D. A. Davidson
Margaret Baldridge, violin
Stephen F. Johnson
John Marshall, Cello
Family & Friends of Nancy McCulloch
Adam Callins, cello
The Daniel Lambros Chair
Lisa Shull, viola
Fran & Rick Legon
Jenny Smith, viola
Sharon & Gerald Marks
Loy Koch, violin
Leigh & Josh Paffhausen
Maria Larionoff, violin
Sue Talbot
Joel Schnackel, bass

BENEFACTOR
($1,000 - $1,999)
Tom Boone

Royce & Mary Engstrom
Carol Garlington
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Carolyn Goren
Mark & Laura Haythornthwaite
Colleen Hunter
In Memory of Peter S. Dayton
Paulette Jones & Andrij Holian
Barbara & Jim Jourdonnais
Daniel Kemmis & Jean Larson
Kreilick Family Foundation, Inc.
Jane & Arthur Shigley
Deirdre Swanson
James Valeo
Peter & Maria van Lében Sels
Beth Weatherby and Steve Kramer
Betsy & Warren Wilcox
Clem & Alice Williams
Wesley Wilson
William & Jean Wilson
Twila Wolfe

PATRON
($750-$999)
Richard Dailey
Herbert Swick
James Wiley

PRODUCER
($500-$749)
Philip & Elaine Alman
Gary & Ann Libecap
Paul & Beth Loehnen
Peggy Tonon & Warren Neyenhuis
Jo May & Brian Salonen
Bill & Sarah Towle
Pam & Sandy Volkmann

ADVOCATE
($250-$499)
Janet Allison
Joyce & Dudley Anderson
John & Margaret Baldridge
Sharon & Dick Barrett
Kathy Bartlett
Janan & Don Beller
Mary Ellen Campbell
Mary Chapieski & Merrill Hiscock
Brian & Kathy Derry



Gary & Carol Graham
William Haffey
Steven Hesla
Keith & Wendy Kuhn
Susan Leaphart
Donald & Donna McCammon
Donna & Eric Mendelson
Morgan Stanley
Don & Charla Murray
Darlene Schmid & Joe Knapp
Jane & Garon Smith
Robert Sterling
Richard Twilde
Susan Wall & En Herrera
Dean & Sharon Yould

PARTNER
($100-$249)

Bob & Mary Ann Albee
Michael & Maryan Alderson
Adele Allegra
Robert Bastasz
Patrick Beatty
James & Genevieve Beery
Melissa Blunt
Fern & Lance Boyd
Robert Brewer
Dolly Browder
Cary Conover & Steven Timmons
Yvonne Corbeil & Ira Byock
Harry Croft
Culligan Water Conditioning
Alayne Dolson
John & Cay Drew
Tove Elvrom
Deborah & Chris Frandsen

Molly Galusha & Grant Parker
Amy Gentry
Bob & Sharon Hinshaw
Joyce Hocker & Gary Hawk
Eric & Michelle Hutchins
Michael Irwin
Christian & Nora Hohenlohe
Kathleen & David Jackson
William James
David & Julia Kahl
Stephen Kalm & Robin Abeshaus
Steve & Mary King
Ellen Knight
Donna Koch
Jon Lange
Diana Lull & David Johnson
Ron & Susannah Madeen
Tim & Jennifer McGinnis
Lynn Metcalf
Gayle Morrison
Molly Morrison
Penny Newbold
Kathleen Ort
Walter & Peggy Peschel
Dianna Schmid
Nancy Seldin
David & Kathryn Shappee
Molly Shepherd
Catherine Shields
Myra Shults
Mary Minor Smith
Judith Tobol
Annette Walker
Gayle Walton
Larry & Rebecca Williams

SPECIAL THANKS to the advertisers and sponsors whose names appear
in this printed program. Please let them know you appreciate their support for
the String Orchestra of the Rockies!

Piano Tuning  Piano Regulation

Piano Repair « Piano Moving

406-240-2158
kylecurtispiano@gmail.com
WWW.curtispianoservice.com

&

DOUBLETREE

BY HILTON
MISSOULA - EDGEWATER

FINN

e ~
@%& % &6(2& o 077 (Fe 2?/}@’1
LODGING | 406.728.3100
MissoulaEdgeWater.DoubleTree.com

DINING | 406.542.4660
FinnMissoula.com
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STRING ORCHESTRA SOR \4@

ANNIVERSARY
SEASON 2024-2025

LOOKING AHEAD

OF THE ROCKIES

SOR ORCHESTRA

SHOWCASE

MAY 4, 2025
OUR ANNUAL THURSDAY
FREE SEASON- AUGUST 21, 2025

PREVIEW CONCERT mwAvelzIVh

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025
SAVE THE DATES [ e

FEBRUARY 22, 2026
APRIL 12, 2026

2025-2026 SOR SEASON
Ticketsgo on saleAugust 1st

Musicians' Meal Sponsors

Bread Co-

UNIVERSITY OF

M o NTANA SCHOOL OF MUSIC

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
AND MEDIA



